	Friday

	Virtual Conference   6:00-8:30pm

	6:00-6:30pm
	                            Welcome & Public Policy in ECE

	Sessions
	

	6:30-8:00pm
	Public Policy 101
Danna Hepper

· Come to this workshop to learn how policy and budget decisions that affect child care are made in Oregon, and how you can have your voice heard in the process.


Set: One                                                                                                                                                             CKC: PPLD                                                                                                                                                                  Ages: Adult Learning                                                                                                                    Length: 1.5 hours


Creando prácticas Montessori apropiadas para el desarrollo en tu entorno

Creating Montessori Developmentally Appropriate Practices in Your Setting
Guadalupe Meza-Burks, Elvia Vargas

Esta sesión introduce a los educadores en la implementación del currículo Montessori en sus centros utilizando un enfoque abierto y guiado por el niño. Los participantes aprenderán a organizar ambientes Montessori, usar los materiales de manera efectiva y adaptar los materiales tradicionales para apoyar la exploración abierta. La capacitación ofrece estrategias prácticas para promover la independencia, la creatividad y un aprendizaje significativo a través de experiencias prácticas diarias.

Set: ONE                                                                                                                                                             CKC: LEC                                                                                                                                                         Ages:      3-5                                                                                                                                                             Length: 1.5 hours






Saturday

	9:00-10:30
	Music is Medicine: Supporting Language-to-Literacy Development is a Screen-Filled World
Emily Cadiz

· This research-based presentation explores how sound-first, music-based methods—rooted in melodic intonation and neurologic music therapy—enhance early literacy by stimulating brain development and phonological awareness. It highlights how these approaches counteract the negative effects of passive screen time, transforming learning into active, brain-boosting experiences that support language acquisition and early reading success for young children.
     
 Set: One                                                                                                                                                 CKC: LEC                                                                                                                                          Ages: 3-5                                                                                                                                       Length: 1.5 hours 

“What do I say?” Conversations with Families about Developmental Concerns
Jenine Schmidt, Jamie Michaud

· Our interactive session shares lessons from a multi-year federally funded project on strengthening Part C early intervention (EI). Attendees will draft talking points, inspired by and connected to their own roles and community contexts, to describe developmental screening and referral. Attendees will explore how tailored communication about screening, results, referrals, and recommendations increases families’ access to EI and community resources.

Set: One                                                                                                                                             CKC: FCS                                                                                                                                                         Ages: 0-3.3-5                                                                                                                                              Length: 1.5 hours 


Preguntenos lo que quieran: con dos terapeutas especializados en traumas de la primera infancia
Michelle Harveey, Tobiah Brown

Description:

Set: CKC: Ages: Length: 1.5 hours
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

	10:40-12:10
	Counting on Nature: Using Nature to Teach Preschool Math
Nicole Dravillas Fravel


· Participants will learn open-ended processes to help preschoolers explore numbers, patterns, geometry, and measurement using natural materials. They will participate in several interactive discussions and math processes, brainstorm ideas for children in their own settings, and gain a framework for creating their own natural math lessons indoors and outside.

Set One                                                                                                                                                                CKC: LEC                                                                                                                                                         Ages: 3-5                                                                                                                                                        Length: 1.5 hours



 “Ask Us Anything”: with Two Early Childhood Trauma Therapists
   Michelle Harvey, Tobiah Brown


Description
Set:One
CKC:
Ages: Adult Learning
Length: 1.5 hours












Virtual Conference Presenters
	Tobiah Brown
	

	Emily Cadiz
	
Emily Cadiz is a seasoned educator and researcher with over 20 years of experience in early childhood education, language development, and literacy intervention. She holds advanced degrees in Special Education, Early Childhood Education, and Inclusive Music, bringing a multidisciplinary lens to her work. As the founder of Prelude Early Learning and creator of Finnegan the Dragon, Emily has led efforts to close early literacy gaps through innovative, play-based approaches that integrate music, movement, and sound-first instruction.

Under her leadership, Prelude was awarded an NIH SBIR Phase I grant through the Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human Development to study the impact of screen time on brain development and literacy readiness. Emily's research focuses on developing accessible, blended learning systems that empower families, educators, and young learners. Her work emphasizes equitable access, particularly for underserved communities, and builds a foundation for lifelong learning through joyful, evidence-based early literacy experiences.


	Nicole Dravillas Fravel
	
Nicole Dravillas Fravel directs and teaches at the exclusively outdoor forest school, Wildwood Nature School she founded 15 years ago in Portland, Oregon. She holds a masters degree from Stanford University and an Oregon State teaching credential. In her over 30 years in early childhood education, Ms. Dravillas Fravel has been a public school teacher, museum educator, educational consultant, and educational writer. She enjoys sharing the wonder of teaching preschool with other educators and has presented at Natural Start conferences as well as at NAEYC, NAAEE, and contracts with Oregon State's Early Learning Systems Initiative to provide STEAM workshops for early educators.


	Michelle Harvey
	

	Dana Hepper
	Dana is the Director of Policy & Advocacy at Children’s Institute. She has overseen the organization’s legislative advocacy and community engagement work for 12 years. Dana graduated from Barnard College with a bachelor’s in political science and a minor in elementary education. She started her career as an elementary school and preschool teacher, then she worked at Stand for Children for nine years doing community organizing, policy, and advocacy.
 

	Guadelupe Meza-Burks
	

	Jamie Michaud
	

	Elvia Vargas
	Elvia, originally from Hidalgo, México, is a dedicated early childhood educator committed to fostering meaningful learning experiences for young children. Married and a proud mother of two, she began her professional journey in 2018 when she started studying Early Childhood Education. She earned her Associate Degree in 2021 and has since accumulated seven years of hands-on experience working with young learners. In 2024, she expanded her professional expertise by obtaining her Montessori certificate, which opened the door to new opportunities in Montessori education. She now works at a Montessori school, where she continues to grow as an educator and support children’s independence, curiosity, and growth. In addition to her classroom work, Elvia is actively involved in her professional community. She serves on the ORAECY board and is a co-leader of the Estamos Aquí chapter, contributing her voice and leadership to support educators and families.
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